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Our curriculum intent is to provide an innovative, broad and balanced curriculum that stimulates interest and enjoyment for all through Christian teachings and beliefs- which enable children to: 'Learn, Grow, Flourish'.
 
Our curriculum supports children to persevere, be happy, engaged, kind, respectful, courageous and honest towards all members of the school community and wider society.
 
Pupils are taught a range of knowledge and skills and provided with the cultural capital to ensure they have a firm foundation to be successful in an ever-changing society.
 
Knowledge and skills are taught and consolidated in such a way that children are fluent and flexible in their approaches and in applying their learning in a variety of contexts.
 
Therefore, whatever their life goals are, they will be equipped to succeed in all areas of life both in, and beyond, the classroom.

Curriculum Intent RE

At St Giles, religious education enables every child to learn, grow and flourish by educating them to respect the world around them and recognise their place in it.  This is offered through a commitment to the Christian faith, whilst recognising the value of other religious traditions and the opinions of individuals.

Our curriculum is structured in a way that stimulates interest and enjoyment for all, through asking thoughtful questions and by approaching topics in a range of ways, including drama, art and debate.  We revisit topics in more depth as the children move through the school, enabling them to gain a wider perspective on subjects and become deeper thinkers as they broaden their understanding.  

Although the main focus of our curriculum is Christian teachings and beliefs, children also learn about all world religions and parallels between them.  

These too are learnt about on multiple occasions to help them apply this learning to the world around them and recognise the depth of these topics.  We aim to equip our children to succeed in life by empowering them with as many skills as possible and by giving them the knowledge to tackle any situation they find themselves in.


Curriculum Intent MFL

“Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures” (National Curriculum 2014). 

As a church school, through learning a foreign language, we aim to develop cultural awareness and encourage an understanding and a greater tolerance of others in the wider world.

Our aim is to broaden pupils’ horizons and encourage them to step beyond familiar cultural boundaries and develop new ways of seeing the world. Our teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and develop an appreciation of a range of writing. 

We aspire to expose our pupils to a broad and ambitious Modern Languages curriculum, which is rich in skills and knowledge, develops self-efficacy, kindles curiosity and promotes diversity and tolerance of other cultures. 

The systematic teaching of grammar and phonics ensures that learners are able to do this confidently and accurately. Students are challenged to develop their resilience and work both independently and with others.

Our MFL curriculum is designed to progressively develop skills in languages, through regular taught lessons. At St Giles CofE Primary School we follow the ‘Language Angels’ scheme of work to ensure coverage and progression across the school. 

By the end of KS2, pupils should:

· Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding.
· Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words.
· Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others.
· Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary and phrases.
· Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases.
· Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences.
· Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing.
· Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language.
· Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words.
· Create sentences and to express new ideas. 
· Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing. 


Curriculum Intent Science
At St Giles C of E School, we want our children to be naturally curious about the world around them. 

We want to encourage their sense of wonder about natural phenomena and inspire them to become enquiry-based learners. Our science curriculum develops children’s ideas and ways of working to enable them to make sense of the world they live in. 

We want our children to develop an understanding of the uses and implications of Science, how it has changed and shaped our lives and how vital it is to the world’s future prosperity. 

Scientific enquiry skills are embedded in each topic the children study and these topics are revisited and developed throughout their time at school. Topics, such as Plants, are taught in Key Stage One and studied again in further detail throughout Key Stage Two. This therefore allows the children to further their understanding and build upon their prior knowledge. In addition to this, it will hope to increase their enthusiasm for the topics, whilst embedding knowledge into their long-term memory. 

The science curriculum encourages, open mindedness, self-assessment, perseverance and developing the skills of investigation – including: observing, measuring, predicting, hypothesising, experimenting, communicating, interpreting, explaining and evaluating.
Science teaching at St Giles, involves adapting and extending the curriculum to match all the pupils’ needs. This ensures that the children are challenged and achieve success, regardless of their starting point. Science is taught in specific units and the lessons ensure coverage in line with the National Curriculum requirements. Lessons are adapted to suit the children’s interests within classes, and opportunities are sought to teach science through all of the primary subjects.
                                      
Curriculum Intent History

Our aim at St Giles’s C of E Primary School is to encourage pupils to develop an appreciation and understanding of the past whilst evaluating a range of primary and secondary sources. 

Our historians will also be able to explain how these sources give us insight about how people around the world used to live and how these interpretations may differ. 

Through the teaching of History, we endeavour to teach pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, including those of the present, the process of change, the diversity of societies and beliefs, whilst celebrating these differences. Pupils will be taught to make links between these areas of learning, with the aim of developing engaged, motivated, and curious learners that can reflect on the past and make meaningful links to the present day.

Activities and visits involving workshops are planned in to provide first-hand experiences for the pupils to support and develop their learning as historians and their historical experiences.  

Curriculum Intent Geography
At St Giles C of E School, it is our intention that children become independent learners who reflect on their own experience and are encouraged to be inquisitive and outward looking, to explore the place they live in and the world beyond.

Geography is, by nature, an inquiry-based subject, which develops and understanding of key concepts, knowledge and skills. The curriculum is designed to develop knowledge and skills, which will support children in the outside world. We ensure that our children develop the knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum areas, and which can and are used to promote their spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development. 
One of our aims is to inspire children to develop a fascination about the world and its people which will remain with them for the rest of their lives; to promote the children’s interest and understanding of diverse places.

We believe it is important to provide our children with the opportunities to use a range of investigative and problem-solving skills, both in and outside the classroom, which includes the use of high-quality resources and relevant technical vocabulary.
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“You can’t use up creativity, the more you use the more you have.” Maya Angelou 

“Art is not what you see, but what you make other see.” – Edgar Degas

At St Giles’ we believe Art delivers both a practical and academic element to the curriculum, creating opportunities for expression, and imagination. Through our curriculum, we aim to provide students with an experience that is exciting and diverse. We ensure that our students combine their practical skills with creative thinking, developing highly valuable and transferrable skills for future careers and enhance their creative thinking further. The children understand that Art and Design is reflected in our History and contributes to the culture and creativity that surrounds us.

 Curriculum Intent Design Technology
At St Giles’ we have built a Design Technology curriculum which is inspiring, and practical. We want our children to use creativity and imagination, to design, make and evaluate products, also learning to consider their own and others’ needs. 

We teach children to experiment, try new techniques and use appropriate tools, all with a framework of working safely. 

We want Design and Technology to prepare our children, to give them the opportunities, responsibilities, confidence and experiences they need to be successful in later life.

Curriculum Intent Physical Education
St Giles C of E Primary school recognises and values the importance of Physical Education (P.E). PE at St Giles Primary School aims to develop a fun, high-quality physical education curriculum that inspires all pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sports and other physically-demanding activities. We do this through fully adhering to the aims of the national curriculum for physical education to ensure that all children: 

· Develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities 
· Are physically active for sustained periods of time 
· Engage in competitive sports and activities
· Lead healthy, active lives
· We aim to present them with opportunities to compete against themselves and others, work in partnerships and teams, build self-confidence and perseverance and the real sense of achievement that this particular aspect of a child’s education can provide. A key part of this will be to engage their enthusiasm and provide them with the necessary skills and experiences in order for them to be in the best position possible to further engage in physical activity and sporting opportunities as their educational and life journey continues beyond this establishment.
· Through enrichment activities and intra-school competitions, we aim to raise the profile of PE and expose our children to sports they may never have had the opportunity to engage with. 
· By providing high quality PE and competitive sporting opportunities, we aim to develop pupils’ intrinsic motivators to ensure children develop a passion for physical activity and sport, whilst providing another opportunity to develop confidence outside of the classroom setting



Curriculum Intent English

At St Giles, we aim to develop children’s love and appreciation of literature alongside teaching the knowledge and skills of the English language they need to be successful readers and writers.  Quality diverse texts are at the heart of a curriculum that enable pupils of all abilities to engage with lessons and skills are taught and consolidated in a way that allows children to become fluent writers that are able to apply their understanding across a range of genres.  Talk is a key part of our learning sequence, with children being encouraged to speak fluently and justify their opinions respectfully. 
For children to become fluent readers and writers, we believe phonics must be taught through a systematic and structured programme.  Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised enables us to plan and deliver daily engaging phonics lessons that teach children the different phonemes and graphemes they might see when reading and writing.  
Our curriculum is structured in a way that speaking and listening, reading and writing are all part of every lesson and children develop a comprehensive skill-set to prepare them for the ever-changing world they live in.


 Curriculum Intent Mathematics
Mathematics is a vital part of the St Giles’ diverse curriculum which is an important part of providing a set of skills for life for our children. 

At St Giles’ CoE Primary School, we provide a fun and safe environment for all children to allow them to begin to understand, to learn, to enjoy and to fulfil their potential through fluency, reasoning and problem solving in both written and practical activities.

We provide a broad and balanced curriculum (Based on Herts for Learning’s Essential Mathematics V2) for all children regardless of age, ethnicity and gender.

We challenge higher levels of thinking through problem solving, questioning, reasoning and justifying. A wide variety of differentiated resources are used to cater for all ability ranges - to help those that need extra support whilst ensuring that they flourish within the curriculum for their year group and challenging most able pupils. 

Aims-
· To have high expectations in all areas of Maths curriculum. 
· To instil resilience, independence and the ability to work collaboratively.
· To promote enjoyment and enthusiasm for Mathematics. 
· To promote British Values where the children feel free to discuss and talk about their learning, to express their views and have the confidence in their own decision making. 
· To encourage children to be flexible in their approach to problems.
· To develop deeper thinking and reasoning skills.  
· To develop each child’s understanding of their own knowledge and skills needed to solve problems in this subject.
· To use ICT to support their learning by showing the children various learning tools and strategies on the interactive white board and also playing Maths games to enhance and maybe allow new concepts to become a little clearer.
· To provide equal opportunities for all children to meet their individual needs regardless their age, ethnicity, gender, attainment and background to develop the key concepts and skills required to become numeracy fluent.
· To empower children to understand the importance Mathematics has now and in their future life.

Curriculum Intent Computing

From the very beginning of Reception, our aim is to provide pupils with opportunities to become effective and confident users of technology within meaningful contexts.  

Computing will be studied as both an independent subject and as a way of supporting work in other curriculum areas. 

Children have a broad and balanced experience of technology, appreciate its relevance in our society and that they see it as an essential tool for learning, communication, finding information and for controlling and understanding their environment 

Computing is presented as a creative and fascinating process in which children are encouraged to use their own initiative, imagination, reasoning and investigative skills

All children become thoughtful users of technology and develop their computing capability to the best of their ability
Children learn to use technology to support their learning and personal development, both individually and collaboratively allowing them to achieve their full potential 

Children are taught to be safe online, morally upright, and respect each other’s personal safety

Curriculum Intent Music

At St. Giles’ C of E Primary School, we value music and its benefits, and our intention is for all our children to have opportunities to experience a diverse, wide range of musical styles and genres over their time with us and develop their musicality. By the end of year 6 we want all our children to be able to perform, listen and compose music and understand how it is created, produced, and communicated with others. We endeavour for our students to understand the value and importance of music in the wider world. 
We have developed a bespoke music curriculum, which provides the basis for our music lessons across the school. Using this bespoke scheme ensures our pupils follow a progressive spiral skills curriculum which exposes them to the language and skills of music. To enhance our music lessons, we provide regular opportunities throughout the year for classes to engage in performances such as the Nativity, carol service, Easter service as well as weekly Collective Worship focussed on singing. We use a range of published materials available to support with these. As a school we also make use of the services offered by the Hertfordshire Music Service including the First Access scheme. We have a whole class accessing weekly djembe drumming lessons from a specialist teacher. 

Curriculum Intent PSHE

Our intention is that when children leave St. Giles’ C of E Primary School, they will do so with the knowledge, understanding, emotions and resilience to be able to play an active, positive and successful role in today’s diverse and ever-changing society. We want our children to have high aspirations and a belief in themselves and to realise that anything is possible if they try their best. In a constantly shifting and evolving world, it is important that our children are aware how to respond and cope with these changes so as to encourage good physical and mental health and wellbeing. 
 
Our PSHE curriculum develops learning and results in the acquisition of knowledge and skills which will enable children to access the wider curriculum and prepare them to be a citizen now and in the future within the local and global community. Our PSHE curriculum promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils, preparing them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences for later life. Our Relationships and Sex Education Curriculum enables our children to learn how to be safe, and to understand and develop healthy relationships, both now and in their future lives.
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